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A Model Musician

Moscow-born cellist Nina Kotova went from the
concert hall to the catwalk —and back

By Axxa RUCHMENT
FR TIEARS DD WINA ROTOTVA WAS

an up-asd-coming model, sshaving
dowm navways s Fedi furs and
pouting for the pages of French
Glamour and Coumn. Bl when a Britiah
managemen] company oficred her the
fhmrq[ﬂ;h;#ﬂmhrrﬂtl]mlﬂn—
don’s Wigmore Hall. she promptly aban-
domed the catwalk, She has-
o't looked back since. Last
wiimmer e Mowow-bom

Wist o the prestigious
roster of Columbia Artisls
Mansgemmenl. She fecend
sigmetad an exchasive rooond-
ing deal with Philips Classies
for a CD due ool sext il
And im Oclober, she's schwd-
uled to make her Camegee
Halll deban,

Kotova hssn't always been
s hueky. Her father, virto-
e dﬂlmhmull Ivan Ka-
low, B unsexpeciedly
whes she was 15. Four 'Fm;:
laier she lefi hehind ihe
pn-p.l.:,g;imm\l'im Conser
valory, and her mother, to e after
sludy abroad. She traveled
first to Cologne and then o the Unit-
od States, where she won a scholar-
-|..|'|||'| in Yale Ui minerrsiby Shiort ol
itwsiry andd h1!||'|£ s T 'I.—.tl.ﬂ.‘h
for & rew eells (dhe'd had to return
her cld e 1o the Soviel govermment ],
she stopped by an open call a1 New York
City's Ford Modeling Agoney. They signed
lllq o e |I‘l.l_ winil waihin iwn II.I:I."- il
wias i b first editorial assignmend

Muoddeling way have been & smarier ca-
reer maonve than Kolova realised. As clasi-
ol muskcs oore aubenoe  apes  amd
sbrinks, pevord compaties ane koking for
wavs b0 brosden ibeir sppeal, Promod-
irg ik sivle andd sex appeal of classi-
ol stars hai beoome a sire way 1o
wll revcords to 8 vounger, hipper
audience, Among Kotonva's cer
et ompetitors: the cleavage-
baring Anme-Sophie  Mubler,
Hritsins Vaness-Mae, whe
oo puerborened Bach imawet T
shirt, mnd Firdsh viadinid Lin-
da Lampenius, who posed pude
in Plavhoy last vear.

Mo strngs
attached

Kaostowa bayfonne

Bat for Kotova modeling wasn't a pub-

bicity stunt. It was 5 way of bresking out of |

ber musichound lifestyle ~1 grew up e
twoen [our walls,” she says, “practicing
ana going §o schonl, going o conservatony
and plaving concerts. [ didn't go ool or see
the real life that most of us live.” She st

has ihe eariby presemce of a classical masi-
cian—unsyled hair, oo makeup—rather

than the glamoroas persoma of 8 mode]
Hut she's been alde 1o effectively mesh e
two experiences. She reccntly wrole &
shart, hammwrrenas |lirrl- for eelln and or-
chestra, “Soenes from the Catwalk,” which
she premuéred st ber Wignmore Hall secital
Clonda Pilwvschl, president of Philips Clas-
sica, aavs e wis impressed wiilh “ile whole
package” when he signed Kotovn —hor tal-
eat, iralning besidy snd compelling e sto-
ov. She frst cume 1o the company’s attention
when a senior esocative from PolyGram.
Philio's parert company Deard et play st o
umction for bankers and (nands] execs in
Lomdon three years ago. “He came back to
hisaffice and called wsand sid, "This s fan-
tontic cellig —and she's beautiful,” recalls
Plavacki. “All the hapkers had sto whal
IJ'h"_v e doing aned conaldn t take i EvEL
oulll ol vy el o't stop tallkcing sbout her
afteraards, If'a classioal wrtit can doihision
buinch of werious financial people, then
imagine the sucoess she could have on
oar bkl
Imipre-ssbons of her muscianship
wary, Soane say she’s Bo moee tlent-
(Wl od than othor young aspiring
solodsts, Dihers rave. Her Yalo orl-
lo professor, the renownied Aldo
Parisol, savs, “She's a fantastically
gifed cellist. Very expressive, very lmagl-
nal e, and she las a wonderiul stage pres-
ence.” The conduciors she's plaved with
complienent sordlny aspects of her musd-
cinsshipe & warm oae, o Boile technlgque
and a strong rapport with the audienoe, "1
think people really listen when dhe
plays,” says Hans Yook the Daich-
borr music director and conductor of
N ihe St Louis Symphony. “She has a
AT shonst  her,
wﬁ""‘-"‘] mﬂm-n—lﬁ:h (I prEsses
them very much
Koo dioes huve another im-
portant masel: her boviriend, a
voung wellvoanected business-
man and arts patron with whom
she lives in Texas. He has bought
and loaned wahmble wiro-
ments to severnl prominest
masbcians, snd recently par-
chased o rare Cuarmern eollo
for Kotova's use, The couple
met three wears ago when
he heard ber play in Lonmdon,
"He was taken with ber, and
then he ook her.™ says a closn
sequaintance,
Kotova's long-term goal is
to continee lving “the musi-
can’s life” though she won'y
rule out occasional modeling
gign. “1 bove performance,” dho
saxs, =1 kove creation and jusi
sharing that besty.” Whether
it's om the catwalk or in the
comoert hall ]

55



